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Y} Depart for Istanbul, Turkey
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Assemble at airport for flight to Istanbul.

© Arrive Istanbul Y Adiyaman (2N)
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-/ Lunch / Dinner

Arrive Istanbul and domestic flight to Adiyaman. Upon arrival at
Adiyaman Airport, lunch at a local restaurant before transfer
to hotel. Rest and acclimatize to the local time and vibes.

© Adiyaman (® Mt Nemrut 3 Adiyaman
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Hotel Breakfast/ Lunch / Dinner

The early start today is well worth it — catching a sunrise at one
of the most fascinating archaeological sites; the colossal
statues of the Kingdom of Commagene, on the summit of
Nemrut Dagi. Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
this is one of the finest ancient treasures of Turkey. See the
Karakus Tumulus and Cendere Bridge in the Arsaemia ancient
city. After some climbing (600m uphill walk), see the Zeus,
Apollon, Heracles, Antiochhos, Commagene, Eagle, and Lion
sculptures on the eastern terrace of the Nemrut summit.
The tumulus of the Commagene King Antiochus Antiochus |

is at the top. It isimpossible not to be impressed by the
magnificent view and the beauty of the colossal statues at
the top of Mount Nemrut.

Next, visit the medieval ruins of Yeni Kale (Castle) situated
above the village of Kocahisar and built on a narrow
mountain spur high above a Seljuk bridge spanning the
Kahta Cayi gorge.

Continue to the ancient city of Perre — synonymous for its
burial caves and cities built into the hills. Dating back to
162BC, the Pirin Caves is a stunning collection of rock
tombs in striking resemblance to Cappadocia.

Nemrut’D"

Cendere Bridge
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Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Proceed to the stunning village of Halfeti on the banks of the
Euphrates River. Much of Halfeti is submerged due to the
building of the Birecik Dam and the new village was moved to
Karaotlak. Enjoy a boat tour in “Old Halfeti” as you learn
about its fate. Admire the Rum Kale from your boat—an
ancient fortress first built by Assyrians. Architectural ruins in
Rumkale have Late Roman and Medieval characteristics,
and the Greek castle has the ruins of structures such as old
water cisterns.

Travel towards the legendary village of Harran with its mud
beehive houses. Continue to Sanliurfa for overnight.
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© sanliurfa 3 Gébeklitepe 3 Sanliurfa

Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Visit Gobeklitepe — predating Stonehenge by more than
6,000 years and is now recognized as the world's first &
oldest temple. Gobeklitepe started a new era in the history
of world archaeology, and even changed the world's human
history. Visit Karahan Tepe.

Sanliurfa according to the Bible and Quran, is the birthplace
of Abraham —the biblical patriarch of Israel whose story is
told in the Book of Genesis. Visit Abraham’s Pool (Balikli Gol),
the Great Mosque and Abraham’s Cave to discover the
ancient city's association of the great patriarch.

Gébeklitepe

Ab.raham’s Pool ry

Karahan Tepe
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© sanliurfa @ Mardin (2N)

Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

The beautiful town of Mardin is perched on a mountaintop
and commands magnificent views of the immense plain
below. The town is filled with narrow pedestrian-only streets
—infact, the only form of transport in the town centre is by
mules, which carry everything from groceries to garbage!
Explore on foot the labyrinthine alleys of the Old Town and
soak in the atmosphere and architecture Free time for
shopping local products, natural soaps, nuts, and Mardin-
specialities like almond candies, dried fruits, sweets, rosary,
and similar handmade accessories and souvenirs.
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@ Mardin

Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Ancient Roman ruins of Dara, where Mesopotamia's first
dam and irrigation canals were built. Discover the ancient
stairways, underground aqueducts and cisterns of one of
south-eastern Anatolia's forgotten gems, which were only
recently opened to public.

En-route back to Mardin, visit Deyrul Zafaran Monastery,
once the seat of the Syrian Orthodox patriarchate, and built
on the site of a temple dedicated to the sun. Church services
are still held in Aramaic, the language of Jesus.

Free time to explore enchanting Mardina and soak in its
magical atmosphere.



afaran Monastery
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Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

The waters of the Tigris River gave rise to the first settlements
of the Fertile Crescent in Anatolia and Mesopotamia—the
cradle of civilization. The ancient city of Hasankeyf, built on
and around the banks of the river, may be one of the oldest
continuously inhabited settlements in the world, spanning
12,000 years. It has now being submerged by the massive
hydroelectric llisu Dam. Enjoy a boat ride over the submerged city.

" Ancient City of Hasankeyf

Continue to Van, a city with a rich history, important
archaeological sites and stunning views.

Day 09 Cx

© Tuspa Castle 3 Akdamar Church 3 Lake Van
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Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Devote the day exploring the wonderful sights around
Lake Van, Turkey's largest body of water, surrounded by snow
capped mountains.

Start with Van Castle, known as Tuspa Castle in the olden days.
The castle, which overlooks Lake Van, was built by the Urartu
King Sarduri 2,800 years ago. Van Museum, an archaeology
and ethonography museum which showcases ancient
Urartian artifacts.

The highlight of Lake Van would have to be the spectacular
10th century Cathedral of the Holy Cross on Akdamar Island
accessed by a boat ride.

Lake Van

Cavustepe is an ancient fortified site in GUrpinar district of
Van Province that was used by Urartian kings as a fortress
during the 8th century BC.

Day 10 Cx
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Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Drive to Dogubeyazit, en-route stop at the elegant cascades
of Muradiye Falls. Located 1 km downstream of Muradiye
Waterfall, the historical Devil’s Bridge built over the Bend-i
Mahi Stream, provides the passage to the surrounding
villages over the stream.

Muradiye Falls P

Enjoy the beautiful landscapes of Eastern Anatolia and see
the ruins left by ancient civilizations. Visit the beautiful Ishak
Pasha Palace ruins, perched on a small hill overlooking the
city. The palace, built in the 17th century, is one of the most
magnificent and lavish examples of Ottoman architecture.
The elaborate stone carvings on the portals and walls are
exquisite.



We then continue to the Noah's Ark mound situated on a
hillside and is one of the few possible ark sites around Mt. Ararat.
Continue to Kars for overnight.

Ishak Pasha Palace
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Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Visit the eerily stunning medieval ruins of Ani. Built on the edge
of a dramatic gorge (which now forms the border between
Turkey and Armenia), Ani was a major Armenian trading post
that straddled the Silk Road. At its peak, estimated that there
were 5,000 churches in the city. Wander amongst the
numerous cathedrals, palaces, homes, churches & fortress.

Armenian border where you'll realize buildings featuring Russian
architecture and that the city's climate and geography are
similar to that of Russian cities. Explore impressive Kars filled

with historic buildings including the Fethiye Mosque, Russian
Consulate, and Governor’s mansion. Also visit Old Armenian
Church and Evliya Mosque.

We-

@ Kars >-)- Depart Istanbul >-)-
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Hotel Breakfast / Lunch /-

Head to Kars Castle that is sitting atop a hill for a panoramic
view of the city.

Transfer to Kars airport for your domestic flight to Istanbul
for your connecting international flight.

© Depart Istanbul - Home
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HIGHLIGHTS

Q Bask in the warm glow of the rising sun
at the enigmatic Mount Nemrut
ADIYAMAN
Ramada by Wyndham Adiyaman Hotel or similar

(2 nights) JcdH ks

Q World'’s oldest temple, Gobekli Tepe

Q Experience stunning landscapes dotted

SANLIURFA
Tessera Hotel Special class hotel or similar

(2 nights) HHd ks

MARDIN
Ramada Plaza by Wyndham Mardin or similar

(2 nights) JkkHk

VAN
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Van or similar

(2 nights) *JKH'c

KARS
Hotel Katarina Sarayi or similar

(2 nights) K %'c

*Note: Hotel subject to final confirmation. Should there be changes,
customers will be offered similar accommodation to the list.

with ancient monuments, from sunken
villages to the snow-capped Mount Ararat
and Turkey's largest lake - Van

DELICACIES
Meal Plan
10 Breakfasts, 11 Lunches, 10 Dinners

Turkey Cuisine
Testi kebab

Lake Vansk.
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