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*')‘ Depart for Kabul, Afghanistan

Check in for your flight to Kabul, Afghanistan.

Kabul, Afghanistan

© Arrive Kabul (IN)

@ -/ Lunch / Dinner

Arrive Kabul and briefing. Visit the Bird Market in the oldest part
of Kabul. It's not only a bird market but a big portion of life like
blacksmiths, antique sellers, old shops etc is out there. You will
see various types people from different Afghan ethnicities.
Visit the turquoise-tiled mosque, Sakhi Shrine. This place is
sacred to Shia Muslims, who believe it to be the final resting-
place of Hazrati Ali, the cousin of the Prophet Muhammad.

@ Bamyan (2N)

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Hit the road towards Bamyan — home of the Hazaras and one
of the most peaceful places in Afghanistan.

The hillsides contain many caves in which monasteries and
Buddhist carvings were once situated. Visit the Buddha Niches.
The Buddha's of Bamyan were two 6th century monumental
statues of standing Buddha carved into the side of a cliff and
were destroyedin 2001.

See the natural landscape of Dragon Valley, see the ruins of
Shah e Zohak (Red Fort) and the remains of Shah e Golghola
(The City of Screams) which was destroyed by Genghis Khan.

© Blue Lakes of Band-e-Amir

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

|
—

The Lapis Lazuli blue waters of Band-e-Amir (Afghanistan’s
first National Park) are often the highlight of any trip to
Afghanistan. Legend has it that the dams that separate the
5 lakes were made by Ali, the prophet’s Mohammad's cousin and
son-in-law. However, they are natural dams made from
mineral deposits. The lakes contrasts to the stark landscape
surrounding them only adds to the beauty.

Band-e An_rir




© Bamyan () Mazar-e-Sharif (3N)

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Journey North passing through the Hindukush ranges &
Salang Tunnels built by the Soviets which was once the 2nd
longest tunnelin the world. Reach Mazar-e-Sharif in the
evening after driving into the Afghan countryside and seeing
villages, local population and spectacular scenery. It is the
center of Central Asian carpet trade and a relaxed city.

T T —

-e-Shar(f: .

© Mazar-e-Sharif  Balkh

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Journey to Balkh, an ancient city and centre of Buddhism,
Sufism and Zoroastrianism. See Haji Piyada Mosque, Khoja
Parsa Mosque and Bala Hisar, the ancient citadel build by
Alexander the Great when he destroyed the Persian empire
and crossed Amu Darya Riverin early 330.

Return to Mazar-e-Sharif & visit the blue tiled Mosque of Ali &
shrine of Hazrat Ali. It is believed to be the burial place of the
prophet’s son in law, Aliand many Shias try to make a pilgrimage
to this sacred site at least once in their lifetime. The exquisitely-
patterned decoration of the shrine, is set in an expansive white
marble courtyard. Add the great flocks of white doves, and a
dazzling blue sky, and you have one of the best photo locations
in all of Central Asia.

Balkh

@ Mazar-e-Sharif (» Samangan

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

A couple of hours south of Mazar lies one of Afghanistan'’s
most unexpected and rewarding sights — the 28m high
Buddhist stupa of Takht-e Rostam. Carved out of rock, this
complex sits high above the valley and is today one of the
country's most enduring legacies from the pre-Islamic era.

C—— ]
Buddhist stupa of Takht-e Rostam

@ Mazar-e-Sharif )-)- Kabul )-)-Herat (2N)

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Morning flight to Kabul.



Visit Shah Do Shamshira Mosque built by the King Amanullah
Khan in the memory of the Arab King who forced Kabul people
into Islam in the early 683 with his two swords.

The Gardens of Babur, a historic park in Kabul and also the
last resting-place of the first Mughal emperor Babur. The
gardens are thought to have been developed around 1528
when Babur gave orders for the construction of an ‘avenue
garden'in Kabul. Overall view of Kabul city at Bibi Mahro Hills.

Flight to Herat in the evening.

Shah-e-Doh Shamshira Mosque

© Herat >} Kabul (IN)

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

Tomb of Goharshad and Minarets of Herat. A much Jarger
complex of the Mosque and Madrassa of Gawharshad were
dynamited by officers of the British Army in 1885, to prevent
its use as a fortress if a Russian army tried to invade. But the
Tomb and minarets are still standing. Visit Guzargah Mosque
and Puli Malaan, 22-arched bridge.

Minarets of Herat

@ Herat

@ Hotel Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner

—
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Explore Herat’s fascinating old city. The city’s ancient glory
has been beautifully restored and beyond the main streets, you
will find decorated caravanserais and craftsmen of all kinds. o
See the magnificent Friday Mosque. This is one of the finest *
examples of Ghorid and Timirud tiling. Visit the Citadel dating :
back to Alexander the Great in 330BC. Many empires have

used it as a headquarters in the last 2,000 years & was
destroyed and rebuilt many times over the centuries. -
@ Depart Kabul )-)-

@ Hotel Breakfast /- / -

Transfer to Kabul Airport for flight home.

@ Home

Eombofc'oh S PuliMalaan




SOLESS HIGHLIGHTS

KABUL
Cedar Guesthouse or similar

Bamyan and its Buddha niches
(1 night) H kK¢

Lapis Lazuli Blue Lakes of Band-e-Amir

BAMIAN
i Noorbandqala Hotel or simliar
(2 nights) JK Ko

Mazar-e-Sharif and its Blue tiled Mosque

Balkh

Buddhist stupa of Takht-e-Rostam
at Samangan

MAZAR-e-SHARIF
Arsalan Hotel or similar

(3 nights) ¥k
Herat and Old City with its Minarets

HERAT
Istiglal Hotel or similar

(2 nights) J kK
DELICACIES
Meal Plan

KABUL 09 Breakfasts, 08 Lunches, 08 Dinners

Cedar Guesthouse or similar

(1 night) %%k~

*Note: Hotel subject to final confirmation. Should there be changes,
customers will be offered similaraccommodation to the fist.

Uzbekistan

Turkmenistan

Mazar-e-Sharif @@ @ Balkh
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